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REMEMBER THESE DATES | 


awê 15 April 1960: COPY DEADLINE for SECOND PROGRESS REPORT 


= 25 & 26 June 1960: MIDWESTCON #11 at North Plasa Motel, 
oad, Cincinnati 37, Ohio. Details from 


Don Ford, Box 19T, Wards Corner Rd., Loveland, Ohio. 


am) 2, 3 & 4 July 1960: WESTERCON (BOYCON) at Boise, Idahe. 
w uy Terwilleger, 1412 Albright St., Boise, 
Idaho. Guest of Honor - Rog Phillips. 


ra 3, 4 & 5 September 1960: PITTCON at the PENN-SHERATON 

HOTEL, Witten Pern Pldce, Pittsburgh 22. Pa. Conven- 
tion registration: $2.00 ($1.00 overseas). 

Za HRADINO EAST AT PITTCON TIME? If you're interested in 
a ous O-type travelcon from the West Coast to 
Pittsburgh, contact: 


Bjo Wells 
c/o Shangri-L'Affaires 


980% White Knoll Drive 
Los Angeles 12, California 


PIXTCON GuESt og HoNoR ames B lish 


We of the Pittcon Committee feel rather smug because we had 
asked James Blish to be our Guest of Honor, on what lawyers might 
call a "contingent" basis, before we knew that his novel, "A Case 
of Conscience," would be awarded the Hugo as best of 1958. We 
wanted him as our Banquet speaker, not only as one of our best 
writers, but because there are few persons better able to express 
the tough “single standard" point of view that science fiction 
needs and should ask for no critical subsidies. His Pittcon ad- 
dress (we'll give you the exact title in a later Progress Report) 
will concern itself with this conviction. 


James Blish was born in East Orange, N.J. in 1921, but spent 
most of his boyhood in Chicago. He acquired the science fiction 
habit, he tells us, at the age of nine, when he discovered the 
April 1931 isme of Astounding. He began writing s-f while in 
high school, but didn’t make his first sale until 1939, when he 
was a sophomore at Rutgers University. What that first story was 
we leave to the bibliographers. "It was dreadful,” he says. "In 
fact, I don't think I had a readable s-f story published until 
ten years later." As of the moment, he can count 158 titles, not 
including reprints or foreign sales, already published or coming. 
Seventy-nine of these are science fiction; the rest are Western, 
detective and sports yarns, poetry, articles, criticism, and some 
miscellaneous material. He has appeared in most of the science 
fiction magazines (Amaz and Fantastic are the only significant 
exceptions he can t or), and in 22 anthologies. His stories 
have been published in ten countries, counting the United States. 
His latest book is a Signet paper-back, "Galactic Cluster." 


Graduating from Rutgers in 19,2, Blish was just in time to 
go almost directly into the Army, where he was a medical labora- 
tory technician. Out again in 194), he spent several years in 
graduate study at Columbia. "Here I became convinced that I would 
never make more than a third-rate sort of scientist," he reports 
frankly, "end since I didn't want to be a teacher — I had done 
some, and hated it — or a preparator, I switched to thinking of 
myself primarily as a writer.” 


James Blish has been, as he puts it, “on the fringes of the 
biological and medical sciences" ever since — first as an editor 
of trade papers for the pharmaceutical industry, then as a public 
relations counsel and science editor far the industry itself. He 
1s now a full time free-lance writer, but still does considerable 
science writing for drug and chemical companies, and for agencies 
serving them. "This forces me to keep up with the journals," he 
points out, "though I don't have to pant at the task the way our 
Pittoon and Detention Toastmaster, Isaac Asimov, does.” This work 
for industry adds up to several million words. 


With James Blish at the Pittoom you'll meet his wife, the 
writer, poet and fan for many years, whose name - Virginia Kidd - 
will be remembered from the letter columns of the 1930s. Three 
young Blishes — Ben, 3; Beth, 5; end Karen Enden, 15 — may not 


be quite ready to encounter fandom en masse. 


PY ON HEMP QUARTERS..... 
the (Pemn-S 


Your Convention Committee has selected the Penn-Sheraton 
Hotel, in the midst of Pittsburgh's historio Golden Triangle, as 
headquarters of the 18th World Science Fiction Convention. Here 
are just a few of the reasons: 





We have the entire 17th Floor for the Convention -- and it's 
one of the country's best layouts. The Hospitality Room will have 
its own bar. Right opposite, we'll have a second big room set up 
as our own private Convention lobby — lounge furniture, tables, 
and all the rest. Meeting rooms are next door; so is the Ball 
Room, where we'll hold the Banquet and the Masquerade. Exhibits 
are just down the hall, and there are smaller rooms where the 
Hyborian Legion, First Fandom, and other groups can get together. 
They're all ours. 


There are two banks of express elevators — one lot straight 
to the Convention floor from the Tobby, the other set back down, 
Ard Penn-Sheraton operators are used to handling lots of people. 
(They cope with 2000 chemists every March.) 


The Masquerade will be cabaret style, like the Detention's, 
put with lots more room for both the doers and the seers. There's 
a balcony all 'round the Ball Room, so that the photographers 
will have an unobstructed view of what goes on (or comes off). 


There will be a flat schedule of Convention rates for Pitt- 


con members. Of course, the Hotel has to know that you are rog- 
Istering for the Convention. If you don't register until you get 


to Pittsburgh, make sure you identify yourself as a Pittcon mom- 
ber, if you want the special rates, Here they are: 


Single Room cecorceccecvecces „00 a day 
Double Room .ecccacacevccvoece 5.00 per person 
Twin Beds .secccccccsccceses 6.00 per person 
Extra Rollaway Cot e*.*+e»»»» 200 


There is no room charge for children under 14 who 
share a room with an adult. 


Convention rates apply to early arrivals and late 
departures, if you identify yourself. 


_- Suites — if you're attending as a group — will 
2.5 Tabe. 20% off the regular rate. (You should take a 
look at the Presidential Suite!) Those reserva- 
tions you must make directly with the Manager of 

the Pem-Sheraton — the number is limited. 


And all rooms will be air-conditioned ... which means a lot ona 
no y ho or Day wee » anywhere south of Point Barrow!) 


We've enclosed a Penn-Sheraton reservation card for your own 


convenience. The sooner you mail it in, the sooner we — and the 
Hotel — can plan your accomodations. 
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Help Wanted... ARTI Sts | 





Projected art show needs supporte eooo oo ooo paintings 
black & white illustrati and cartoons , by fan- 
artists, to be for display and sale at Pi 

at future conventions. .cccccee art: and interested 
parties may contact Bjo Wells. cccccccccccccccscccoce 


909% Win E Ko. Jn.,\.% Ana Es 12, CALE, 
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THE ê HUG ONOM NATIONS 


Enclosed with this Progress Report is your "Primary Ballot" 
for the 1960 Science Fiction and Fantasy Achievement Awards - the 
"Hugos" that the Clevention put on an annual basis, and named for 
the father of modern science fiction, Hugo Gernsback. 


The 1960 awards will be made for stories, art work, etc. 
published during 1959, or — in the case of magazines — in an 
issue bearing a 1959 date. Stories in the January 1959 issues 
are eligible for a "Hugo;" stories in the January 1960 issues are 
not. Books -— hard or paper-bound — must have been first pub= 
Ifshed curing 1959. 


As De’ore, the voting will take place in two steps. Right 
now, read'rs everywhere are asked to nominate their choices in 
each cf the six award categories described below. The ballot 
allows you a lst and a 2nd choice, and the votes will be weighted 
accordingly when they are totaled. 


The <- ries, magazines, etc. with the most votes will go on 
a final Awards Ballot, to be mailed with our second Progress Re- 
porte Your votes on this second ballot will decide who wins the 
1960 "Hugos," which will be awarded at the Pittcon Banquet. If 
there is no majority for any candidate, there will be no award in 
that category. The six Award Categories are: 


BEST NOVEL: Any science fiction or fantasy novel appearing 
for the first time in 1959, as a hardbound or paperback book or 
as a magazine serial or "complete novel." Serials must have had 
at least one part in an issue dated in 1959, to be eligible. 


BEST SHORTER FICTION: This year, this one award covers bo 
short stories and novelettes. Stories published for the firs 
e In a collection or an ogy, out in 1959, are eligible. 


BEST DRAMATIC PRESENTATION: Another change. Any motion pio- 
ture Vee radio or TV program (single or series) ... or play pro- 
duced for the first time in 1959 is eligible. 


BEST PROFESSIONAL ARTIST: An artist whose work has appeared 
in or on the covers or Jackets of solence fiction magazines or 


books published in 1959. 


BEST P IONAL MAGAZINE: Any science fietion or fantasy 
magazine that shed a east one issue dated in 1959, 


BEST FANZIME: Any non-professional magazine devoted to the 
science riction and fantasy field in any of its aspects, and pub- 
lished with reasonable regularity during 1959. You nominate ‘om 
and you vote for tem, but the Committee feels that the "Hugos” 
should be awarded on the basis of consistent high-level publica- 
tion, rather than to a once-in-a-lifetine masterpiece. 


The 1960 winners will get the last of the original "Hugos" 
deeigned and made by Ben Jason for the 1955 Clevention, and gra- 
ciously made available by him. 


YOU HAVE UNTIL MAY 1 TO GET YOUR NOMINATIONS IN THE MAIL. 


HOM, Bie IgPOW> 





NFFF heap fine club. Not cost much wampum, but give 
heap much fun. You join um. Me bettcha you like um. 


Or, as we say here at Radcliffe: The NFFF is a con- 
federation with an organizational structure and modus 
operendi conductive to the realization of the maximm 
delectation of its constituent associates. 

The pecuniary prerequisite is infinitesimal but the 
consequent felecity is colossal. 

My considered prognostication is that your affilia- 
tion with it will engender your unmitigated delight. 


Or in plain English: Rush $1.60 for a years dues to 
Janie Lamb, Route 1, Heiskell, Tennessee, U.S.A. 


The National Fantasy Fan Federation 


Po Do acs 


LARGE BURROUGMS CALECTOR 





WANTS UNUSUAL BURROUGHS ITEMS 


STAMLEIOH B, VINSON — THE IDEAL ELECTRIC COMPANY — MANSFIELD, CHTO 
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YBS, YOU SKEPTICS: Wally Weber is polishing the Adam's Apple for the 
P*¥I*TeT#C#O#N 


where he'll present the bid for the Fabulous '61 WorldCon in the name 
of the - SEATTLE SCIENCE FICTION CLUB 


(But don't be alarmed; that's just the good ol' Nameless Ones, girded 
for action in our Superman suits). 


APPARENTLY UNWILLING to compete with the '61 WorldCon, Greater Seattle 
(Inc) bas cautiously postponed its "Century 21" World's Fair ıntil the 
epring of 1962. We feel that Greater Seattle (Inc) is very chivalrous 
to arrange it so that the tourist trade won't be running the hotel and 
restaurant prices up on us, and we hope you are all properly grateful. 
(And if you did want to see Century 21 -- come early and stay late.) 


WHILE YOU'RE WAITING, we hope you'll find time to step out of the 
hotel for a breath of ocean breeze before lunch and look around a bit. 
The water-froat a few blocks to the west is Elliott Bay (part of Puget 
Bound), end'tbe mountains on the farside are the Olywpic Range, and 
are rather photogenic. Too far to walk, though, and time for lunch, 


anyway, by mow. 
WHAT DOES IT TAKE to produce a WorldCon? Let's not kid ourselves; 


wainly it takes YOU -- as many of YOU as possible -- both voting for, 
and especially attending the WorldCon at 


SEATTLE in '6 


THIS HAS BEEN a Sudsier Brainwash-- MUCH Sudsier -- from your friendly 
neighborhood Seattle Science Fiction Club, currently consisting of: 


Jerry Prabm Wally Weber Rose Stark Wally Gonser Flora Jones 
Jim Webbert Ed, Geneve and Marge Wyman Elinor Busby Ruth Noone 
and your Friendly Neighborhood Brainwasher, F. M. Busby 





PITTCON 


MEMBERSHIPS ....... 





l. Frank Kelly Freas 52. Dr. Rosemary Becker 102, Edward E. Smith 

2. Polly Freas 53. Richard Hickey 103. Nicholas L, Falasca 

3. George Nins Raybin 54. Janie Lamb 104. Phyllis Economou 

4, Edmund R, Mesrys 55. Dale Tarr 105. Marion Z. Bradley 

5. Lou Tabakow 56. Edward Kuss 106. Ben Jason 

6. Lloyd Eshbach 57. Lewis J. Grant, Jr. 107. J. A. Christoff 

7. Jean Carrol 58. Dick Ellington 108, Alfred Stecker 

8. Harlan Ellison 59. Pat Ellington 109. Marion Stecker 

9, Stechen F, Schultheis 60, John L. Millard 110. Mrs. Ruth S. Schenly 

10. Virginia Schultheis 61. Sidney Coleman 111, Geo. J. Grosch III 

11. Emile Greenleaf 62. Ned McKeown 112. Gordon W. Huber 

12, Walter R. Cole 63. Philadelphia S. F. 113. Robert E. Briney 

13. Mark Irwin Society 114. Edward E, Bielfeldt 

l4. Franklin M. Dietz, Jr. 64. Frederick W. Jackson 115. Denis Latkowski 

15. Belle C, Dietz 65. Ellis T. Mills 116. Forrest Ackerman 

16. Earl Kemp 66. M. B. Mills 117. Stan Woolston 

17. Nancy Kemp 67. Herbert S. Schofield 118. J. Arthur Hayes 

18, James O'Meara 68, Lee Anne Tremper 119. Poul Anderson 

19. Joserhine Gail Knuth 69, Dainis Bisenieks 120. George W. Price ' 

20. Bess Benjamin 70. Don Ford 121. Doris Sufrin 

21. Willy Ley 71. Margaret Ford 122. Margaret Curtis 

22, Mike Becker 72. Dr. C. L. Barrett 123. P. Schuyler Miller 

23, Ruth O'Rorke 73. Evelyn M. Barrett 124. Mary June Wolf 

24. Wally Weber 7. David A. Kyle 125, Ralph M. Holland 

25. Wally Gonser 75. Ruth E. Kyle 126. N. F. F. F, 

26. Sandy Cutrell 76. Ron Bennett 127. Winifred McGill 

27. Richard Schultz 77. Bob Pavlat 128. Mike Deckinger 

28. Martha Cohen 78. Hal Shapiro 129, Ralph Watts 

29. Frederick Prophet 79. Nancy Shapiro 130. J. O, Cuthbert 

30. Robert E. Christenberry80, Frances L, Light 131. Alma Hill 

31. Frank Krueger 81. Robert A. Madle 132. Eva Firestone 

32. Ken Krueger 82. Lynn A. Hickman 133. E. Janda 

33, Albert J. Lastovica En Carole Hickman 134. Herman S. McGregor,Jr. 

34. Hal Lynch Fritz Leiber 135. K. Martin Carlson | 

35, Christine E. E = Ernie Wheatley 136. Leigh Brackett | 

36. Sam Moskowitz 86. Stanleigh B. Vinson 137. Edmond Hamilton | 

37. Edward Wood 87. Bob Bloch 138. J. W. Banta | 

32, Gerry de la Ree 88. Robert Silverberg 139. Peter J, Maurer | 

39, Helen de la Ree 89. Barbara Silverberg 140. Warren de Bra 1 

LO. Stu Hoffman 90. Marion M. Mallinger 141. Mrs. Vera L, de Bra N 
“41. Bruce E. Pelz 91. Joseph A. Sarno 142. Vernell Coriell 

42, William J. Jenkins 92. William F, Waymire 143. Harold Moellendick 

43. Jack Zeitz 93, Esther Waymire U. Ray Smith 

hi. Georre R. Heap 94. Martin Greenberg 1,5. Ila Smith 

45. Gus Willworth 95. Bill Thailing 146. Philip J. Castora 

46. Howard Devore 96. T, R. Cogswell 147. John E. Herzog 

47. Jean Bryant Bogert 97. Stephen W. Young 148. Jayne Carlisle 

48, Bill Donaho 98. Vida Young 149. Seth A. Johnson 

19. Oswald Train “99. Bruce Henstell 150. Richard H. Eney 

50, Beatrice Taylor 100, Dirce S, Archer 151. Joe Ryan | 

51, Arthur Blackwell 101, Jeannie Smith 152, William F, Benthake | 


153. Allan Howard 

154. Jessie W. Sampson 
155, James Blish 

156. Virginia Blish 

157. L. Sprague de Camp 
158. Basil Davenport 
159. F. M. Busby 

160, Elinor Busby 

161. Donald Franson 

162. Ellen Parkes 

163. Kenneth C. Parkes 
164. Norbert Wilhelm 
165, August Derleth 

166. Dr. Donald Corbett 
167. Joan Corbett 

168. Barbara Johnson 
169. George H. Scithers 
170. Charles V. De Vet 
171. Richard Brandshaft 
172. Jim Harmon 

173. John Cantwell 

174. John Andrew Fisher 
175. Ken F. Slater 

176. H. Ken Bulmer 

177. Archie Mercer 

178. Seattle Science Club 
179. Rose Stark 

180. Flora Jones 

181, The Nameless Ones 
182. Harry C. Stubbs 
183. Louis Meltzer 

184. James V. Taurasi, Sr. 
185. Frank R. Prieto, Jr. 
186. Ray Van Houten 

187. Norman C. Metcalf 
189. Sybil Devore 

190. John Pesta 

191. Prank Arnold 

192. Ella Parker 

193. James Groves 

194. Joy K. Clarke 

195. A. Vince Clarke 
196. H. P. Sanderson 

97. John F. R. M. Burke 
198, Arthur H. Rapp 

199. Dr. C. Harry Constandy 
200. Frank B. Long 

201. Timothy J. Dumont 
202, Professor Challenger 
203. Philip Jose Farmer 
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AD RATES.... 


FOR PROGRESS REPORTS AND PROGRAM BoakLaTs 


SPACE FAN RATE PRO_RATE AD COPY SIZE 
Width Height 
Pull page $8.00 $12.00 GG x "IO" 
Half page 5.00 8.00 4 x 5 
1/3 page 4.00 6.00 63 x 32 
1/6 page 2.00 karak 34 x 32 
1/16 page 1.00 ---- 31 x 14 


NOTE: Copy not provided in specified sizes is $1.00 extra. 
Rates are for one insertion only. 


COPY DEADLINE FOR SECOND PROGRESS REPORT: April 15, 1960 
PUBLICATION DATE OF SECOND PROGRESS REPORT: Mid-June 1960 


MAIL ALL COPY TO: PITTCON 
c/o Dirce S. Archer 
1453 Barnsdale Street 
Pittsburgh 17, Pa. 


CHECKS PAYABLE TO: P. Schuyler Miller, Treasurer 
or 


18th WORLD SCIENCE FICTION CONVENTION COMMITTEE 





THANKS... Omaomd AU 


The PITTCON Committee wishes to thank the many friends who 
labcred valiantly to get the 18th World Science Fiction Conven- 
tion for Pittsburgh, and who are continuing to assist the Commit- 
tee in giving you as enjoyable a convention as possible in 1960, 


Washington and Philadelphia were worthy opponents who con- 
Sucted their campaigns with dignity, and who have been helpful 
with their suggestions since the voting. We thank them for their 
good sportsmanship and continuing support. Î 

The sincere, overwhelming, generous tide of support from all 
facets of the science fiction world is inspiring. The Detention 
gang (who might have been expected to take things easy for a year 
or 80) se. the Chicago group ... Los Angeles ... New York ... and 
many, many more have been working as hard as we have to make the 
next Con memorable. That's fandomi 

Space doesn't permit us to enumerate all the people who are 
contributing to the success of the Pittcon, We'll invite a smell 
ovation for them on the convention floor. But we would lack el- 
ementary courtesy if we did not say, as sincerely as we know how, 
"Thank you all, very much." 


921399) YOU DEMAMDED IT! 


Thanks to your overwhelming requests 
we have reprinted damon knight’s 


IN SEARCH OF WONDER 


$4.00 NOW AVAILABLE AGAIN! 


With extreme pride we announce in preparation 


knight on science fiction 


MORE essays on modern scence fiction 
A limited number of pre-publication orders will be accepted for $3.58. 


P. 0. Box 9228 Chicago 90, Illinois 








PITTC ON Program. N Ans 


ami) Convention Guest of Honor 1s James Blish. Toastmaster, the 
one and only Isaac Asimov, 


=< Frank Belknap Long will give a talk on H.P. Lovecraft. For 
good measure, August Derlsth has contributed, for auction, 
the galley proofs of Long's Arkham House book, "The Hounds 
of Tindalos,” and those of the Loveoraft collection, "3ome- 
thing About Cata and Other Pieces.” 


The PITTCON Committee guarantees that Sam Moskowitz will be 
given time to show some of his splendid slides of science 
fiction and fantasy artwork. Here is your chance to see 
some of the most colorful covers of the "good old days." 


=» Willy Ley will give a non-space-travel talk It's on exotic 
zoology, his real first love. 


am) Arrangements are being mede to present not one but two plays 
at the Pittcon. One is a fan production, the other by pros. 


=p Remember -the Arkham House edition of A.E. van Vogt's classic 
"Slan"? Hubbell's original artwork for the jacket has been 
contributed for the auction. 


Whither SF? Harlan Ellison has some answers in his talk on 
"Mainstream Science Fiction in the Sophisticated Men's Mag- 
azines. 


YOU'LL MISS THEM AIL IF YOU MISS THE PITICON o + e 


AMRA 


A FANZINE ABOUT 
HEROIC HEROES 
OF FANTASY: 
20¢ PER COPY, 
1$ For Five; 


Box 3-682 
STANFORD 
CALIFORNIA 





ChS ISA Paid AD ) 





PRODUCING A 
CONVENTION 
ISN'T THIS EASY, 


Y 
? 
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